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DAMARIS LADY MASHAM was born at Cambridge,

on the 1 8th of January, 1658. She was daughter to

Ralph Cudvvorth, D. D. an eminent divine, mafter of Chrift's

College, Hebrew Profeflbr in the Univerfity of Cambridge %

and author of the Intelledlual Syjlcm, Her father foon per-

ceiving the bent of her genius, took fuch particular care in

her tuition, that in the early part of her life flie was diftin-

guiflied for her uncommon learning and piety.

As flie applied herfelf with great diligence to the fludy of

divinity and philofophy, fo Ihe had great advantages therein,

from the dired;ions of the famous Mr. Lock, who was a

domeftick in her family many years, and at length died in

her houfe at Gates in EfTex, 1704. She was fecond wife to

Sir Francis Mafliam, of Gates in the county of Eflex, Bar',

by whom flie had an only fon, the late Francis Cud worth

^ He was alfo Vicar of Afhwell in June, 1688. Wd. C)\aMncey\ -Antiquities

Hertfordfliire, and died in the month of of Heyifordjhire, p. 38.
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C c c Mafliam,
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Malliam, Efq; for whom fhe had fuch a tender regard that

■file applied all her natural and acquired endowments to the

•care of his education. He was one of the mafters in chan-

cery, and accountant general of that court.

Soon after fhe was married, the fame of her learning, piety

and ingenuity, induced the celebrated Mr. Norris to addrefs and

infcribe to her by way of letter his Rejie5lions iip072 the conduEi

of human life, with reference to the ftudy of learning and

knowledge. London, i68g i2mo. This began a friend/hip

between them, a friendfliip which having its foundation in

religion, feemed very likely to be firm and lading ; but it

feems to have been in a great meafure diffolved before it had

been of any long continuance, occafioned by this lady's con-

tradting an indiffoluble friendfliip with Mr. Lock, whofe di-

vinity and philofophy is well known to differ very much

from Mr. Norris's : who not long after publifhed his Pra5H~

lal Difcourfes of Divinity, which occafioned feveral letters to

pafs, and repafs between him, and Mrs. Aftell, which were

ibon after printed and publifhed. In thefe letters and difcourfes

they maintain this hypothefis, that Mankind are obliged ftri5lly

tis their Duty to Love ivith defire, 7iothi?ig but God only, &c.

Not long after this Lady Mafliam (probably under the infpec-

tion x>f Mr. Lock,) wrote and publifhed, without her name,

a treatife intitled A Difcourfe concertiing the Love of God, Lon-
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don, 1696, i2mo. ^ She begins with obferving, that what-

ever reproaches have been made by the romanifts on one hand,

©f the want of books of devotion in the church of England :

sor by the diffenters on the other, of a dead and lifelefs way

■of ,preaching ; it may be affirmed, that there cannot any

wvhere be found fo good a colkftion of difcourfes upon moral

-« This-dircouife-wastranflated into French by Mr. Cofte, 1705.

iubjeds.
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fubje<5ls, as might be made of Englifli fermons, and other tiea-

tifes of that nature written by the divines, of our church ;

which books are certainly in tliemfelves of the greateft and

moft general ufe of any, and do mofl conduce to that,

which is the chief aim of chriftianity, a good life. She then

animadverts upon thofe, who undervalue morality, and others

who ftrain the duties of it to an unwarrantable pitch, and

pretend to afcend by it to fomething beyond or above it ; and

afterward goes on to conlider the condudl of thofe who build

their practical and devotional difcourfes upon principles, which

not only will not (as flie imagines) bear the tell:, but which

oblige them to lay down fuch aflertions of morality as fober

and well difpofed chriftians cannot underftand to be pradi-

cable : and here fhe applies herfelf to the examination of

Mr. Norris's fcheme in his FraBical Difcourfes and other

treatifes, wherein he afferts, that mankind are obliged, as

their duty, to love with defire nothing but God only, every

degree of love of any creature whatfoever being finful : which

aflertion Mr. Norris defends upon this ground (borrowed

from father Malbranche) that God, not the creature, is the

immediate efficient caufe of our fenfations ; fur whatfoever

gives us pleafure has a right to our love. This Hypothefis

is confidered with great accuracy and ingenuity by Lady

Mafliam, and the bad confequences, as llie thought, reprcfcn-
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ted in a ftrong light.

1 don't know whether Mr. Norris ever attempted to fup-

port what he had advanced -, but Mrs. Aflell flill continued

to maintain her own Hypothefis, and replied to Lady Ma(ham

and Mr. Lock, in her book of The Chrijiian Religio/i as pro-

fefjed by a daughter of the Church rf England. To this I

refer the reader, and do not qucftion but an attentive perufal

of this and Lady Mafliam's trcatife, will give him a very

C c c 2 high
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high opinion of the underflanding and piety of each of them.

For tho' thefe two excellent perfons might diffent in their

notions and opinions on philofophical and metaphyfical fub-

ic<fts, yet the great end and defign of each of them was

the purfuit and fearch after divine truths; fiich as might

.make them truly wife, and eternally happy.

About the year 1700, Lady Mafham wrote atreatife which

fhe printed and publiilied with the following title Occafwnal

Thoughts in Reference to a Virtuous or Chriftian Life, Lon-

don, 1705, i2mo. The principal defign of this treatife was

to improve religion and virtue ; and indeed it is fo full of ex-

cellent inftrudtion, that I am confidently perfuaded if it was

■carefully perufed by both fexes, it could not fail of obtain-

ing much of its defired end. In it flie complains much of

the too great negledl of religious duties, occafioned, as fhe

believed, for want of being better acquainted with the fun-

damentals of religion. She therefore thought a reformation

highly neceflary ; and very jultly reprehends and reproaches

perfons of quality for fo fcandaloufly permitting their

daughters to pafs that part of their youth in which the

mind is moft dudlile and fufceptible of good impreffions, in

a ridiculous circle of diversions, which is generally thought

the proper bufinefs of young ladies ; and which fo engroffes

them, that they can find no fpare hours, wherein to make
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any fuch improvements of their underftandings, as the

leifure, which they have for it, exads from them as rea-

fonable creatures ; or as is requifite or ufeful to their dif-

char^ing well their prefent or future duties: fo that as

fhe too truly obferves, girls between filly fathers and igno-

rant mothers, are generally fo brought up, that traditionary

opinions are to them, all their lives long, inftead of reafon.

They are perhaps fometimes told in regard of what religion

exafts,

L A D Y M A S H A M. 383

exadls, that they muft Believe and Do fuch and fuch things?

becaufe the word of God requires it j but they are not put

upon learching the fcriptures for themfelves, to fee whether,

or no, thefe things are fo ; and they fo Httle know why they

fliould look upon fcriptures to be the word of God, that

but too often they are eafily perfwaded out of the reverence

due to them as being fo; infomuch that the generality of

ladies are fo intirely ignorant of the articles of their I'iiit!.\

that they can give no other reafon for believing them, than

that they are commanded to do fo !

Tliefe are fome of her thoughts on the education and un-

derftanding of the generality of ladies ; and experience had

taught her not to entertain a much better opinion of very

many gentlemen, as will appear from the following tran-

fcript '.

" The age we live in, has been, not undefervedly, efteem-

■" ed a knowing one : but to the learned clergy, much has

^' been owing for its having obtained that character ; and

" tho' fome few gentlemen have been the greateft advancers

" of learning amongft us ; yet they are very rare who ap-

" ply themfelves to any fcience that is curious : and as for

" fuch knowledge as is no lefs than requilite for men of

" families, and eftates to have in regard of the proper bufi-

^' nefs of their ftations ; it may, I think, be f\id that never
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" was this more negleded than at prefent ; fince there is

" not a commoner complaint in every country, than of the

" want of gentlemen qualified for the fervice of their country,

" viz. to be executors of the law, and law makers ; both of

" which it belonging to this rank of Englifli IVIen to be,

*^J fome infight into the law which they are to lee executed,

* Vid. Tier Occafional Thoughts, SiZ,-^. 169,

*' .and
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" and into that conftitution which they are to fupport, can-

" not but be neceffary to their well difcharging thefe trufts :

" nor will this knowledge be fufficiently ferviceable to the

" ends herein propofed, without fome acquaintance likewife

" with hiflory, politicks, and morals. Every one of thefe

" then are parts of knowledge which an Englifh gentleman

" cannot, without blame, be ignorant of, as being effential

" to the duty qualifying him for what is his proper bufi-

*' nefs.

" But whether we farther look upon fuch men as having

" immortal fouls that fliall be for ever happy or miferable,

" as they comply with the terms which their maker has

" propofed to them ; or whether we regard them as pro-

*' teflants, whofe birth-right it is, not blindly to believe,

" but to examine their religion : or confider them only as

" men whofe ample fortunes allow them leifure for fo im-

" portant a ftudy, they are without doubt obliged to under-

" hand the religion they profefs. Adding this then to what

" is above concluded, a gentleman ought to know, let us

" examine how common fuch knowledge is amongfl our

" gentlemen, as we fee, without juft matter of reproach

" to them, they cannot want. No one, I think, will deny

" that fo much knowledge as is fo little ordinary, as that

" thofe are apparently the far greater number who have
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" never confidered any part hereof as an acquifition, which

" they ought to make ; and that they are but a few com-

" paratively, and pafs among us for men extraordinary,

" who have but a competent knowledge in anyone of the

" abovementioned things.

" What is by the obligation of their duty exaded from

" them in this regard, feems to be very little refledled

" on by them J and as for other confidcrations, which, as

" gentle-
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'^^ gentlemen, might be thought to induce them, their an-

■" ceftors care has diftinguiflied them from their tenants,

" and other inferior neighbours, by titles and rights; and

" that is all the diftindtion they defire to have j believing

" it, in refpeft of knowledge, fufficient, if they did once

■" underftand a little Latin or Logick in the univerfity ; which

" whofo ftill retains, altho' he has made no ufe thereof to

^' the real improvement of his underftanding, is yet thought

" very highly accompliihed, and pafles (in the country)

" for learned,

" As to religion, by the little which moft gentlemen un-

■" (land of that, and by the no fliame which they ordinarily

" enough have in avowing this their ignorance, one cannot

" but fuppofe that it is pretty commonly thought by them a

" matter, the underfbanding whereof does not concern them.

" That the publick has provided others to do this for them ;

" and that their part herein is but to maintain (as by theii"

" authority they can) what thofe men aflert.

" Thus wretchedly deflitute of all that knowledge which

•*' they ought to have, arc (generally fpeaking) our Englifli

•*' gentlemen : and being fo, what wonder can it be, if they

" like not that women fliould have knowledge ; for this is a

■** quality that will give fome fort of fuperiority even to

" thofe who care not to have it ? but fuch men as thefe
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" would afluredly find their account much better therein, if

" tendernefs of that prerogative would teach them a more

•" legitimate way of maintaining it, than fuch a one as is a

" very great impediment or difcouragement, at the leaft, t®

■" others in the doing what God requires of them. For it

" is an undeniable truth that a lady who is able to give an

*' account of her faith, and to defend her religion againfl:

;f' the attaquee of the cavilling wits of the age; or the-

" abufes

g86 MEMOIRS OF

" abufes of the obtruders of vain opinions : that is capable

" of inflruding her children in the reafonablenefs of the

** chriftian religion ; and of laying in them the foundations

" of a folid vertue ; that a lady (I fay) no more knowing

" than this does demand, can hardly efcape being called

*' learned by the men of our days; and in confequence

*' thereof, becoming a fubjeft of ridicule to one part of them,

" and of averfion to the other ; with but a few exceptions

" of fome vertuous and rational perfons. And is not the in-

" curring of general diflikCj one of the ftrongeft difcourage-

" ments that we can have to any thing ?"

Thefe are fome of the many weighty confiderations which

put her upon expoftulating with the gentlemen ; and endea-

vouring to raife an emulation in thofe of her own fex, by

fliewing them, what great things they are capable of obtain-

ing ; exciteing them to gain fo much knowledge (at leaft) as

may give them a right underftanding of the principal grounds

and foundation of their religion : and for thofe who have op-

portunites, to make themfelves miftrefles of fo much learn-

ing, as may enable them to inftruft their own children j a

pradlice which Mr. Lock has llrongly recommended in his

writings ; and this lady by her own example. In recom-

mending the fame cuftom to the Englirti Ladies, (he has given

them examples even of the Heathens themfelves j particularly
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inflancing in Cornelia, mother of the Gracchi ; and Aurelia,

the mother of Julius Caefar, whofe excellent inftrudion is al-

lowed by all, to have been of very great fervice to their

country.

As fhe herfelf owed much to the care of Mr. Locke, for

her acquired endowments, and fkill in arithmetic, geography,

chronology, hifliory, philofophy and divinity j fo, as he was

a domeftick in her family, (he returned the obligation with

fingular

L A D Y M A S H A M. 3S7

fingular benevolence and gratitude ; always treating him with

the utmoll: generofity and refpedl ; her friendfliip for him be-

ing inviolable. Mr. Cofte (who tranllated her Difccurfcs con-

cerning the Lcve of God) in a letter to the author of Nowvcllcs

de Republique des Lettres, printed in thofe Nouvelks for Fe-

bruary 1705, art. 2. fays, that as flie fate by Mr. Locke's

bedfide the night before he died, he exhorted her to re-

gard this world only as a ftate of preparation for a better.

That ihe defired to fit up with him that night, but he would

not permit her. That the next day as flie was reading the

pfalms low by him in his room, he defired her to read

aloud, flie did (o, and he appeared very attentive till the ap-

proach of death prevented him. He then defired her lady-

Ihip to break off, and a few minutes after expired.

As a teftimony of her gratitude, to Mr, Locke's memory,

fhe drew up that account of him which is printed in the Great

hiftorical di£lionary and which is there faid to be wrote by

a lady.

This is the laft of her performances that I have met with ;

and flie furvived the perfon who was the fubjeil of it only

three years, and then furrendered up her foul in the fame

devout and pious manner, on the 20th day of April, in the

year 1708. And was buried in the middle ifle of the abbey

church at Bath. Over her grave is a black Hone, which is
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thus infcribed,

DAME DAMARIS MASHAM.

On a pillar near to her grave is fixed a neat plain white

marble monument, on the top of which is an urn, and the

following infcription.

D d d Near
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' Near this Place lies Da?ne DAMARIS MASHAM,

Daughter of RALPH CUDWORTH, D. D. and fecond

Wife to STR FRANCIS MASHAM, of Oates in the

County of ESSEX, Bart.

TFJjo to the Softnefs and Elegance of her oivn Sex

added feveral of the Noblefl Accompli figments and

^lalities of the other.

She poffejl thefe Advantages in a Degree

nnufual to either, and temper' d them with an ExaSlnefs

Pecidiar to herfelf

Her Learning, "Judgment, Sagacity, andPenetration^

together, with her Candor and Love of Truth, were very

obfervable to all that converfed with her, or were acquai7ited

'with thofe fmall Treatifesfloe Publijlfd iji her Life tijne^

tho' fhe indiiftrioufy coficealed her Name.

Being Mother of an only Son, foe applied all her

Natural and acquired Endow?}ients to the Care of his

Education.

She was a flriSl obferver of all the Virtues

belonging to every flation of her Life, and only wanted

Opportunities to jnake thofe Talents Jlnne in the

World, which were the Admiration of her Friends.

She was born on the i8//j of January, 1658.

And died on the 20th of April, 1708.
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* Vid. Defcripti<m of the Ahhej Church at Bath, p. ZI4, 215.

SUSANNA

