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Ecclus XXXIX. Ver. % to.

Many shall Commend hti Understanding % and so long ai

the World endures b, it stall not be blotted out; kit

Memorial shall not depart away; and bis Name fhaB

live from Generation to Generation. Nations shall

she* forth his Wisdom ; and the Congregation shall

L " dtclare his Praise.

^*" ' " '' "i — i

t O N D O if,

tmtei and Sold by Joseph Donning in Sartholomem-

frjjfeflX C'«Ænear Wrjl-Smithsield, 1710,

"^^?ff^

G
e
n
e
ra

te
d
 o

n
 2

0
1

5
-0

1
-1

8
 0

0
:3

3
 G

M
T
  
/ 

 h
tt

p
:/

/h
d

l.
h
a
n
d

le
.n

e
t/

2
0

2
7

/n
jp

.3
2

1
0

1
0

6
8

7
8

8
3

4
6

P
u
b
lic

 D
o
m

a
in

, 
G

o
o
g

le
-d

ig
it

iz
e
d

  
/ 

 h
tt

p
:/

/w
w

w
.h

a
th

it
ru

st
.o

rg
/a

cc
e
ss

_u
se

#
p
d
-g

o
o
g
le



Dr- HENRY MORE. 103

Account, by way of Preface to the Reader;

The Beauty of which being not willing to

break, and it setting that Personage (under

all Disadvantages) in so Fine a Light, I

shall give it here Entire in his own Words;

presuming on the Readers rather Thanks

than Patience, in my so doing,

COURTEOUS READER,

These Fragments os that incomparable Per- .

son, the Lady Vis countess Conwzy, which ""^^f1'/

fut into thy Hands for thtne Edification \that°L * e ^

they may neither prove an Ossenee to thy self^

nor an Injury to the deceased Author, at

seeming less suitable to those singular Natural

Parts and Wit that God had bestowed upon

her, besides those admirable accjuird Accom-

plishments in the Chiefest and Choicest Parts

vs Knowledge, as well Natural as Divine;

Thou art to understand, that they are only

Writings abruptly end scatterdly, / may add

also obscurely, written in a Paper-Book, with

a Black-lead Pen, towards the latter end of

her long and tedious Pains and Sickness ; which

She never had Opportunity to revise, correil, or

perseil. But so Sincere and Pious a Spirit

breathing in them, it was thought Fit by some

to make them Publick : It being hopeful, that

these broken Fragments of so Etitire and Sin-

cere a Soul, may prove the Bread of Life tt

as many as have an unfeigned Hunger after

true Holiness and Righteousness.

W-'atrt-
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j04 ■* she Life of the Learned

Wherefore I desire thee., 'that thou would''ft

Candidly interpret, what in Kindness it offered

to thee ; and to Admire with me the Sound.

Judgment and Experience of this Excellent

Personage: Who abounding with that which

the Natural Man sets so high a Price upon ( /

mean,not only Nobleness os Birth, and Great-

ness os Quality and Fortune in the World,

and extraordinary Dearness to her nearest

Relations and Friends, hut) that singular

Quickness and Apprehensiveness of Under-

standing, for the enabling her to the attaining

all manner os Knowledge in Arts and Sci-

ences ; besides a marvellous Sagacity and

Prudence in any Affairs of Moment, wherein

her Quickness and Solidness of Judgment

was surprising, to as many as had Occasion and

Opportunity to consult with her: 1 fay, though

abounding >*>&'these; yet nothing wassofar-

prizing to the Serious, who have known her

from her Youth, as that she had so timely a

Sense and Relish of what is infinitely above

all these things, and accordingly esteem d it;

which is the saving Knowledge of our Lord

Jesus, the Knowledge of Christ in us, (that

is, of his Power, Life, and Spirit in us)

the Hope of Glory.

In venue of this chiefly, */ not solely, was

She enabled, with that marvellous Patience,

to undergo those long and tedious Pains of her

Head (which after seized on her Body also)

which otherwise had been plainly unsuport-

able to Flesh and Blood. And to the Astonish-?

ment os that Party, who knew her from her

south) and had the Honour os her Friendship,
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D* HENRY MORE. ioj

to her dying Day \ Though She was troubled

with these Pains some Tears before his Ac-

quaintance with her., and they were growing

upon her fiill more and more till, besides her

High and Intolerable Fits or Paroxysms, She

had Continuance of Pain perpetual upon her?

Such as would have prov'd unsufferable Par-

oxysms to Others : Yet notwithstanding these

great Impediments, and hard Eattene laid

against her Intellectuals, her Understanding

continued quick and found, and had the

greatest Facility imaginable for any, either

Physical, Metaphysical, or Mathematical Spe-

culations ; So that She understood perfectly,

not only the true System of the World, call

it Copernican or Pythagorick as you will, with

all the Demonstrative Arguments thereof; but

all Des-cartes his Philosophy, as also all the

Writings of him, who {though a Friend of

Des-cartes, yet) out of hove to the Truth,

hath so openly for this good while oppos'd his

Errors: To fay nothing of her perusing (by the

Benefit of the Latin Tongue, which She acquired

the Skill of notwithstanding these great Impedi-

ments) of both Plato and Plptinus, and of

her searching into, and judiciousty fisting the

abstrusest Writers of Theosophy, which*

that Party can testiste, was not out of any sa-

nity of Mind* or fond Curiofity, but it was, as

it were, the genuine Food of her Natural

Genius : Nor could he ever observe, while She

could come abroad and Converse, that She

would ever ostentate her Knowledge; or so

much as make any Discovery of it, upon never

so fair an Opportunity j According to that Say-

ing,
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4o6* The Life of the Learned

ing, Writ oh the In-side of a Paper-Book She'

had had a long time by her, and us on Occasion

gave that Party, and may well be added to her

slain Parables; Ignorance is better than Pride.

" And indeed these Christian Graces, that

shined in her all along this Close pursuit of

Truth and Knowledge, were so Eminent,

that they might justly seem to obscure the

Lustre of her other Accomplishments, with

those that had Eyes to behold them, and were

competent fudges of them. For whereas such

Pains, so great, and so incurable {For they

roere so great, that nothing but the Into-

lerableness, could make her undergo such pain-

ful and course Remedies, worse than any Pain

ct"Disease else could be,, in any ordinary

Mans Judgment; and so incurable, that

they puzzled and defeated all the Attempts of

all Physicians whatsoever ; Galenists, Chym-

ists, Empiricks, as well French as English;

for stie went into France on purpose to have

her Cranium opend (but none durst adventure

on it, though they opened her Jugular Arte-

ries,) in order to the Curing her Disease: So

that at last She was sain to Cease from making

* tl s"! I re *9 m0re trials. Which was the very Ad-

inember^this"'2"'"' ™hich. that Parl7i her Faithful Friend,

once concern-,?''"" "er betimes ; namely, to betake her

ing himself; self wholly to GOD,, and to make that

Mat the n*re Noble Experiment, * whether the Consum-

nfnVhuK mate Health °f her Sou1' vouU not recover

and Piety.V ^' ** d,ie timt> the Health of her Body.

fnmd hU very Bltt he confessed withal, that it feem'd Morally

Body the bet- impossible, for any one in such Circumstances of

Ur fir it. Extremity, not to make trial of any Natural

means
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& HENRY MORE. 107

ihearis that might g'W any Hope of Relief.

But it seems not without a Providence,

that All means prov'd so ineffectual', that the

Power of God in a Regenerate Soul might

the more manifestly appear, how Victorious it

is, 'even in the extremest Afflictions and

Temptations. For, what I was a going to fay,

whereas such Pain, so great and intolerable)

doth ordinarily empeevijh the Spirit of the

afflilled, and makes their Conversation un-

grateful to Others, their* Minds being taken up

■with their own Sufferings ; I can witness from

these Seven or Eight Tears Experience of her,

and that other Party, whom I have so often

mentioned, for Four times as long again, that

her Conversation was always with that Meek-

ness, Kindness, and Discretion, even to

those that have not fairly, if not provoking-

ly carried themselves towards her, in their

pretended Friendship, that I cannot think of it

•without Admirations Astonishment {and

how Ready She was to pat a good Sense upon

Other Folks Actions, though Strangers, when

their Credit hath been diminijVd by a Proud

and Envious Tongue : And Lastly, how in the

midst of her insupportable Pains and Affli-

ction, which continued upon her to the Last 5

and which, do naturally nail down, as it were,

and fix the Mind of an Ordinary Soul, to its

own Personal Concerns ; how yet She bore the

Care,, and Provident Sollicitude, for all her

Friends, and of her Nearest Relations the

most ', which She did, in a manner, to her

very lafl Breath (as I can witness, that was

present with her when site dud*) as if She

had
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ao8 The Life of the Learned

had been appointed by God the Common Good

Genius, or Tutelar Angel, of all her Friends

and Relations, even while She was in the

Flesh. For though her Pains encreas'd, yet

her Understanding diminifh'd not-, ana in

Contradiction to that Common Aphorism, She

dyed without any Fever, merely of her Pains,

drawing her Breath a while as one asleep,

without throatling, and with her Eyes open,

and presently after giving up the Ghost. Her

Antient Friend being acquainted with the Cir-

cumstances of her Death from RjJgley, re-

turned only this short Answer. " I perceive,

** and bless God for it, that my Lady

'* Conway was my Lady Conway to her

•* Last Breath •, the greatest Example of

e« Patience and Presence of Mind, in highest

»« Extremities of Pain and Affliction, that

** we shall eafily meet with: Scarce

V any thing to be found like her, fince

" the Primitive times of the Church. Of her

v Supernatural Comforts and Refreshments

after some of her greatest Agonies and Con-

flictsyii^tf/ her strange Prævisions of things

future, / might here also make mention, but I

hold it less necessary.

And these things which I have Communi-

cated to thee, concerning our Friend, this Ex-

cellent Lady •, I have not done it out of-any

Partial or Carnal Boastings: But that God

may be glorified, and that thou mayst the

more fully understand ■, That that Religion,

that availcth any thing in the time of Distress,

is not Opinion, Ceremony, Talk, or Fan-

cy, but the Power of God in the inward

Man,
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Dr- HENRY MORE. £39

Man, in Venue os the New Birth, or Real

Regeneration, which it the true and saving ■

Knowledge of Christ in us, the Hope of

Glor^. Which Mystery She being acquain-

ted with from her Youth, and growing up

therein *, it made' her such an invincible Cham-

pion, and enabled her to bear up with that

Stoutness and Constancy, either against the

Bufferings of Satan, or sad Incumbrances of

Afflictive Nature ; in which, by the Divine

Power in the New Birth, She hath proved

her self more than Conqueroun,

. To the Attaining which Blessed State, if

these Papers, which I have put into thy Hands^

may contribute wny thing, I shall much rejoici

thereat: In the mean time, I desire thee, that

thou would'it accept this Office of Love fomy

thine in the Tr«sfc, as it is in Jefus^

FR. MER. HELMONT.

. HAVING much* I doubt not, recreated Fgrtj^ j„fc

the Reader, with the Admirable Character ofc„t;„„sof the

this Great Lady, I may now very well ob- Doctor's Ge-

serve, that I have given (I hope) by thisnius and

a pretty full Account, in all things that I Character; '

thought to be most necessary, of the Doctor

himself.- Nor was I willing to omit any

thing that was proper, or that might

make for the representing of his just Cha-

racter ; and especially that might Describe

. him in his Moral Frame and Genius to the -;~~—-

World. And yet I am Sensible after all,

that it is hut a rude poUrtrai^ure^ that I

p have
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