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REFLECTIONS

UPON THE

lcONDUCT
|| BumanLife:

With reference to the Study of

T ° | ? .
Llcen S d, N | Learning and Krnowledge.

In a Letter to the Excellent
November 1. 1689: Lady, the Lady Mafbam.

{By Fobn Norris, M. A. Re@or of
Neiton St, Loe, in Somerfetfbire,
near Bath; and late Fellow of
All Souls Co]legc in Oxford.

"To which is annex'd, a

| Viifitation SERMON,

% 3/ A By the fame Author.
s o ~ _ LONDON,
¢ Prited for §. M‘m]};:p, at the Black|

~ , ‘B 11 - Balin Cornbtl’ MDCXC.




MADAM, R

'HE- Aﬂlﬁzorz your

. Ladyfhip is under for
the lo[s" of your Sight is fo
great, and your- Complaints
upon that occafion fo jult, that
Ican neither blame you for
the one, mon excufe my felf
from pittying.you for. the other.
And indeed  fince you have
been [o unbappy as 1o be de-
prived of the ufe of your Eyes,
I think I owe your Ladyfhip
fo much Compaffion, that 1
cannot better employ ming, .
than in writing you [uch a
A3 Con.



“Confolation, as the opportu-
nity of my New Retirement,
with the [erions Reflections 1
bave lately made in it, will
uggefl. -
fg;%nd that 1 believe will be
fuch, asis wmore peculiarly
adapted to the Circumitance
of your trauble, which tho oc+
cafion'd by.a Common Acci-
dent, yet, I find, proceeds ap-

oz az Uncommon Principle.

For tho tis to be prefumed
that, notwithflanding  your
great Contempt of the Wortd,
it mufl be a confiderable part
of your Affiiction to lofe the
Sight of fome deleilable Ob-
peits in'it, fince the Wifeft
of Men (from whom your

Lg{a{)fjbif cannot ﬂgz;ci'ytdifen_t) |

after

after 2 cenfure of vanity poft
upon all things ander Hes-

"vem, is et forc'd to confefs

~that truly the Light is Heclf

fweet, and a pleafans thing
it is for the Eyes to behold
the Sun ; yer I perceive the
chief - reafon why your Lady.
fbip is fo concernd for the Jofs
of your Sight, is becaufe you
are thereby deprived of Com
verfation with your Books.and
confequently retarded in your
earncft purfuit after Learning

 and Knowledge.

’Tis upon this hinge I
know that the main weight
of your Sorrow turns, and
therefore you will not want a
Specific  proper  for  your
Malady, if you fbould chance

- As M




to be comvinced that qur Leary:
ing is generally mifplaced
and that fuch an impf:mnat;
purfuit after Learning and
Knowledge isnoway agreeable
to the prefent Station and
condition of Man, For cer.
tainly you will no Jonger
lame'r.zt the lofs of your Eyes
for difabling you' from Joiné
that, which perbaps would
not be advifeable for you to
o, if you had them again. If
therefore you once come to'be
convine'd of this, one main
ground of your difcontent is
removed; and that you may,

is the defign of the followi
Reﬂcﬁiouf / 'fb 0”’”.?3

The

(1)

The Firﬂ Refletion.

Wherein the general Condult
of Human Life is taxd,
for placing Learning and
[nowledge, in fuch things
as are little or nothing per.
feltive of the underftand-

irzg. | :

I.

EIN G Naturally more than

ordinarily difpofed to 7hought-
fulnefs, and from the circumftan-
ces of my prefent Solitude and
Retirement further invited to it ;
I began one day to fall into a deep
Meditation upon the Conduét of
my own, and of Fumane Life.
What Refle&ions I made upon
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