Bell-Ringer Handout: Passi's On the Defects of Women (1598)

Below is the Table of Contents, or chapter list, from an anti-women text of the Querelle des Femmes from
Giuseppe Passi entitled Dei Donneschi Difetti or On The Defects of Women(Venice, 1598 [reprint 1618]). The book is
a systematic assault on women and their character that runs for 380 dense pages. You can see something of the
tone and breadth of the misogynistic contributions to the Querelle des Femmes in the Table of Contents below.
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What a Woman Is.
Of Proud Women.

Of Avaricious and Treacherous Women, of the evil effects that avarice
generates in them and of their unhappy ends because of it.

Of Intemperate, Lascivious Women, given to carnal appetites in
lustfulness.

Of Wrathful, Choleric, and Furious Women.
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Avaricious: greedy

Intemperate: given to
excessive use of
intoxicating liquors

Lascivious: filled with or
showing sexual desire

Choleric: easily moved
to often unreasonable or
excessive anger

Dissolute: lacking
restraint

Debauched: extreme
indulgence in bodily
pleasures

Vainglorious: excessive
pride

Vagrant: someone who
wanders from place to
place

Pimps: people who
controls sex workers
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Of Pertinacious and Obstinate Women.

Of Litigious, Contentious, Quarrelsome, Discordant, and Disagreeable
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ornaments of hers.
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some of their abuses.
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fleeting, transitory beauty is in her, and how it is a cause of pride,
immodesty, and other evils.

That all Men, but particularly married ones, should be very
circumspect in revealing their important secrets to their women or
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That one should not accept counsel from a Woman, and that her
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Women who have shown desperation in adverse cases.

Pertinacious and
Obstinate: stubborn

Litigious: prone to
fighting

Maleficent: producing
harm or evil

Credulous: willingness
to believe with little
reason or evidence



